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Challenges posed by AI
dominate talks at Davos
Unionministers,CMsunveil IndiaPavilion,meetleadersofglobalcompanies
ARCHIS MOHAN & PTI
New Delhi/Davos, 21 January

ChiefMinisters,andcentralandstate
ministers jointly inaugurated the
India Pavilion at the World

EconomicForum(WEF)’sannualsummit
at Davos in Switzerland, and held meet-
ings with top executives of multinational
companies on Tuesday, a day that was
marked by discussions on the challenges
that artificial intelligence (AI) poses to
societies andeconomies.

The WEF released a report, Blueprint
for Intelligent Economies, developed in
collaborationwithKPMG,whichsaidthat
aglobalchallengewouldbetoensure that
AI’s benefits are shared equitably. The
WEF outlined nine strategic objectives
designed to support every stage of the AI
journey — innovation, development,
deployment, and adoption at national,
regional, andglobal levels.

According to a press statement from
the Andhra Pradesh government, CM N
Chandrababu Naidu participated in a

roundtable with Google on
“AI for Good: Shaping a
Smarter, Sustainable
Tomorrow”. Naidu
also held meetings
with LG Chem
Limited Chief

Executive Officer
(CEO) Shin Hak

Cheol,MaerskCEOVincentClerc,andoth-
ers todiscuss investmentopportunities in
his state.

His Telangana counterpart ARevanth
Reddywas present at the inauguration of
the India Pavilion alongwithUnionmin-
isters Chirag Paswan, Jayant Chaudhary
and Kerala Industries Minister P Rajeev.
They formally declared open the
Telangana Pavilion as well, followed by a
discussion on various projects where
Telanganacouldsetanexample for India,
a state government release said. Reddy
wasscheduledtomeettheCEOsofseveral
topcompanies.Thestatereceived~40,232
crore investments during the Davos visit
last year and the government is hopeful
of attracting major investments this year
aswell, the release said.

Speakingat the launchofaneconomic
taskforce on “SwarnaAndhra by 2047” at
an event organised by the Confederation
of Indian Industry (CII), Naidu said India
hasgot theright leaderat theright time in

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, and that
he will take the country to the top across
various economic and social parameters.
Naidu also announced setting up of a
Centre of Global Leadership on
Competitiveness in partnership with the
CII. Tata group chief N Chandrasekaran,
whowas present at the event, said it's his
honourtobecomeco-chairoftheeconom-
ic taskforce onSwarnaAndhraby 2047.

According to a PTI report fromDavos,
theKerala industriesministersaidhisgov-
ernment is inviting companies for the
Invest Kerala Global Summit to be held
nextmonth. It is a first forKerala to setup
apavilion inDavosandtheaimis to invite
potential investors to InvestKeralaGlobal
Summit, Rajeev said.

UnionMinistersJayantChaudharyandChiragPaswan,TelanganaCMRevanthReddy,
andKeralaMinister for IndustriesPRajeev, amongothers, at the IndiaPavilionat the
WorldEconomicForumsummit inDavos,onTuesday PHOTO: TWITTER/@ICHIRAGPASWAN
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HEALTHCARE
Key challenges
n Insufficient infrastructure
andinequitabledistribution
ofhospitalbeds,witharound
65percentofbedslocated
inmetroorTier-Icities

nLowhealthcare
expenditureatabout
2.1percentofGDPforFY23,
comparedtobothdeveloping
anddevelopednations

nDependenceonimports
forhigh-endmedicaldevices
andequipment

nShortageofskilledhuman
resources,particularly in
Tier-IIcities

nHighout-of-pocket
healthcareexpenses

Industry ask
nRevisegovernment
schemerateswith
incentivesbasedon
hospitalinfrastructure,
accreditationandoutcomes

nAdopta 'singlewindow'
regulatorysystemto
facilitateinvestments

nEnhancedigitalhealth
andaccelerateAyushman
BharatDigitalMission
deployment

n ImplementtargetedGST
reformsinhealthcareand
healthinsurancesectors

nProvidehealthcareaccess
tothemissing‘middle
population’,which
currentlyiswithout
healthinsurance

UNIVERSALHEALTHCARE
COVERAGEMUSTNOWBECOMETHE
GOALFORTHEINDIANECONOMY
POISEDTOOVERTAKEJAPAN

THISYEAR.ACHIEVINGTHIS
VISIONHINGESONMAKING

QUALITYHEALTHCARE
ACCESSIBLEACROSS INDIA,

EXTENDINGFAR
BEYONDMETROS
ANDTIER-ICITIES”

RANA MEHTA
PartnerandLeader
Healthcare,PwCIndia

in$bn
CAGR10-12%>

E:Estimate; P:Projection Source: National Health Accounts, PwC Analysis

FY21 FY22 FY24E FY25E FY30P

119 134
167 184 296

323

A PwC report

DHRUVAKSH SAHA
New Delhi, 21 January

With a sustained capital expenditure
push expected by the central
government, the Ministry of Railways
might get a double-digit percentage hike
to ~2.9 trillion-3 trillion in budgetary
allocationonFebruary1,multiple sources
aware of the development said.

In the full Budget in July last year,
the ministry was allocated ~2.65 trillion,
of which ~2.52 trillion was directly from
central government coffers.

The government is likely to
continue with a zero or minimal
borrowing plan for the railways,
which typically borrows money
fromthemarketvia itsdedicated
project financing arm – Indian
RailwaysFinanceCorporation.

Arailwayboardspokesperson
did not comment on the budget-
ary allocations, but said that the
ministrywouldcontinueitspush
in capital expenditure in the coming
financial year as well, especially in
passenger services such as station mod-
ernisation andAmrit Bharat trains.

The fully non-AC trains have been a
focus for thecentral government
since the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections, when one of the key
criticismsof thegovernmentwas
itsfocusonpremiumserviceslike
VandeBharatandlackofpriority
for underprivileged travellers in
general and sleeper coaches.

A second official aware of the
developments said the ministry
started putting the wheels in

motion to ensure that allocated capital
expenditure is front-loadedstartingApril.

AsofJanuary5, theministryhasspent
76 per cent of its allocated capital expen-

diture of ~2.52 trillion in 2024-25. ~81,713
crorehasbeenspentoncapacityaugmen-
tation, which is 68 per cent of its
allocated budget for new lines, doubling,
andexpansionworks.

With trackcongestionbeing theprime
cause of legacy problems, it expects
continued capital support from the
financeministry,especially inthewakeof
mega corridor announcements worth ~11
trillion in the interimbudget in 2024.

Expenditure on safety-related works
such as level crossings, over and under
bridges, track renewals, bridges, and sig-
nalling has already reached 82 per cent of
the allocatedbudget of ~34,414 crore.

By December, ~40,354 crore has been
spentonrollingstock,whichis79percent
of thebudgetallottedforequipmentmod-
ernisation.Theministry is alsohopefulof
an increased allocation on expectations
that the highways ministry may not see
anaggressivehikeas ithasbeenstruggling
to award projects at a sustained pace over
thepastcoupleofyears. “Thegovernment
should encourage public-private partner-
ships and provide financing for capacity
expansion,” said Vivek Lohia, managing
director at JupiterWagons.

Rlysmayget~3 trnBudgetboost

Jobmktneedsboost:Rajan
FormerRBIGovernorRaghuramRajanon
TuesdaylaudedtheModigovernmentfor
doingalotofgoodworkoninfrastructure
inIndiaandhopedtherewouldbesome
concretestepsintheupcomingBudgetto
boostthejobmarket. PTI

IT talent mgmt to evolve: Infosys
Infosysexpectsthewaythetechindustry
managestalenttoshiftandhasalready
begunexperimentingwithhowthis
transformationwilloccur, itsChief
TechnologyOfficer,RafeeTarafdar
saidinaninterviewinDavos. REUTERS

MaharashtraCMDevendra
Fadnavis (left) andJSWGroup
ChairmanSajjanJindalat the
signingofmemorandumof
understandingat theWorld
EconomicForuminDavoson
Tuesday.JSWGrouphassaid it
will invest ~3 trillionacrosscritical
sectors, suchassteel, renewable
energy, electricvehicles,
lithium-ionbatteries, solarwafer
andcellmodules, infrastructure,
andcement BS REPORTER

FULL STEAM AHEAD
Railway works Capex till % of FY25

Dec (~cr) allocation
Capacity augmentation 81,713 68
Safety 28,063 82
Customer amenities 8,238 54
Rolling stock 40,354 79
Others 26,109 86
Source : Government officials
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JSW GROUP TO INVEST ~3 TRN IN MAHA

PH08219
Line

PH08219
Line

PH08219
Line

PH08219
Line



9नई दिल्ी | बुधवार, 22 जनवरी 2025

PH08219
Line

PH08219
Line

PH08219
Line

PH08219
Line


	Newspaper Publication_Covering
	BS DELHI-22-01-2025
	BS HINDI DELHI-22-01-2025

		2025-01-22T14:29:10+0530
	Veena G Kamath




